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In 1991, the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution 46/182. It aimed to strengthen the United 

Nations’ response to emergencies and disasters and to improve humanitarian operations in the field.
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Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC)
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Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC)
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The ERC chairs the Inter-Agency 

Standing Committee (IASC), which 

includes UN agencies, NGOs and 

other humanitarian organizations. 

The IASC is the main mechanism for 

coordination in emergencies. 
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OCHA presence



5 core functions
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OCHA works with partners to assist 

Governments in mobilizing international 

assistance when the scale of a disaster 

exceeds the national capacity

for response.

Key Actors OCHA structure



The cluster system aims to strengthen 

humanitarian assistance in 

emergencies by clarifying the division 

of labour among aid organizations.

The Cluster System



OCHA coordinates efforts to plan 

humanitarian action, obtain funding 

and monitor progress in the aftermath 

of sudden disasters and during 

protracted crises.

Humanitarian 
Programme 
Cycle



OCHA rapidly deploys staff to crisis-

affected areas when new or escalating 

emergencies require support.

Emergency response



Part of emergency response system for sudden-onset emergencies

UNDAC created in 1993, 

UNDAC teams can deploy at short notice (12-48 hours) anywhere in 

the world

Free of charge to the disaster-affected country, 
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The deployment and detailed tasking of an UNDAC team

The Advisory board - Member countries of the UNDAC system
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UNDAC teams set up and manage the On-Site Operations 

Coordination Centre (OSOCC) to help coordinate international Urban 

Search and Rescue (USAR) and EM teams responding to the 

disaster 

OSOCC

V-OSOCC
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For more information

unocha.org

reliefweb.int

Matej Kejžar

Slovenian Red Cross

(UNDAC member)


