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Overview of national regulations on drones

We are kindly asking you for detailed information about your national drone regulations, so please fill in the name of your country below and provide us with as many details as you can – especially if you have rules that are more specific than the ones indicated in each point. The topics listed and their general descriptions are there to give you the overall context. 


Your country:
________________________________________


1. Categories of drones
Authorities often classify drones according to:
• Weight (e.g. <250 g, <2 kg, <25 kg, etc.)
• Use: recreational or professional
• Risk level: open, specific, certified operations
This classification determines the requirements for flying.
________________________________________

2. Registration and identification
In many countries:
• Users must register their drones above a certain weight (often 250 g).
• Some drones must be equipped with remote electronic identification (‘Remote ID’).
________________________________________

3. Airspace restrictions
The following areas are generally prohibited or regulated:
• Near airports and heliports
• Military zones
• Certain sensitive sites (power stations, prisons, official residences)
• Urban areas or flying over crowds (often prohibited without authorisation)
Official maps are often used to identify authorised flight zones.
________________________________________

4. Maximum altitude
The limit is often:
• 120 metres (400 ft) above ground level
(standardised in many regions)
________________________________________

5. Visual line of sight (VLOS)
Almost universal rule:
• The pilot must keep the drone in direct sight (‘VLOS’).
Flights beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) require specific authorisations and enhanced safety measures.
________________________________________

6. Insurance and liability
Many countries require:
• Civil liability insurance for professional flights
• Sometimes for recreational flights as well (e.g. in Europe)
________________________________________

7. Privacy and filming
Regulations often cover:
• The capture of images or sound
• Respect for privacy and image rights
• The prohibition of filming certain sensitive sites
________________________________________

8. Pilot skills and training
Depending on the type of drone and its use:
• For small recreational drones: simplified online training
• For heavier or professional drones:
o certificates, theory exams
o practical exams
o remote pilot registrations
________________________________________

9. Specific uses subject to authorisation
Certain activities require additional permits or declarations, for example:
• Shows or professional filming
• Drone deliveries
• Operations in urban areas
• Flying over crowds
• Night flights
• Civil security missions
o Fighting forest fires
o Flood management
o Search and rescue after infrastructure collapse
o Search for missing persons
o Analysis in the event of a chemical or radiological incident
o ...
________________________________________

10. Penalties
In the event of a violation, countries provide for:
• Significant fines
• Confiscation of equipment
• Criminal penalties for endangering or illegally flying over sensitive areas
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